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BULLETIN

TO: All Holders of the Fish Products Inspection Manual and
All Holders of the Metal Can Defects Manual

SUBJECT: CONTAINER INTEGRITY EVALUATION SAMPLING AND TOLERANCE
PLAN FOR CANNED FISH AND CANNED FISH PRODUCTS 

NOTE: This bulletin supersedes and replaces Bulletin no. 15
of the Fish Products Inspection Manual.  Please remove
this bulletin from your Manual.

The purpose of this bulletin is to inform manual holders that
inspectors of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency will follow the
sampling and tolerance plan outlined below for container integrity
evaluation of all canned fish and fish products.  The procedures
to be followed reflect the requirements of the Government of
Canada Visual Inspection Protocol, and are used to assess lot
compliance according to Canadian requirements. The Visual
Inspection Protocol may be accessed at the following URL:  

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/english/fssa/fispoi/product/visue.shtml

Four aspects of the following sampling and tolerance plan are not
reflected in the Government of Canada, Visual Inspection Protocol
and will be retained by the Fish, Seafood and Production Division,
CFIA:

i) suspended inspections will continue to be offered (Fish
Products Inspection Manual, Chapter 2, Subject 1);

   
ii) re-inspections will not be limited to lots that have been

culled as outlined in the Government of Canada Visual
Inspection Protocol (Fish Inspection Regulations, Section
10); 

iii) a minimum sample consisting of 6 units will be selected for
destructive examination (teardown and sectioning) from all
lots being inspected.  Destructive examination procedures as
outlined in the Metal Can Defects Manual will be carried out
on the canner’s end for a two-piece can, and on the canner’s
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end and the manufacturer’s end for a three-piece can; and

iv) the definition of a lot (from the Fish Inspection
Regulations): "lot" with respect to fish, other than fresh
fish, means a shipment or part of a shipment of fish that is
of the same species, is processed in the same manner by the
same producer, is packaged in the same size of container and
bears the same label.

1. DESTRUCTIVE SAMPLING

Any defects identified from the destructive examination are
to be used to determine lot compliance.

2. INITIAL AND SUSPENDED INSPECTIONS - COMPLIANCE SAMPLING

Initial Inspection:

A sample consisting of 200 units shall be inspected with
labels removed.

A maximum of 5 sample units may be withdrawn from any single
case in the lot. This will require a minimum of 40 cases to
be opened when conducting an initial or suspended inspection.
If the number of cases in the lot is less than 40 then all of
the cases will be opened and the sample units per case
adjusted accordingly.

A sample for destructive examination (teardown and
sectioning) is obtained from the 200 can sample.

If no serious defects are found, the lot passes initial
inspection.

If one or more serious defect(s) is (are) found, a suspended
inspection may be offered if the lot has the potential to be
culled or reconditioned. If the option to suspend an initial
inspection is not requested by the owner/agent, then the lot
fails the initial inspection and a re-inspection may be
offered.

Suspended Inspection:

If a suspended inspection is granted, the owner/agent must
remove defective units from the lot according to a cull
proposal that has been approved by the CFIA. The defective
units will be disposed of in a manner acceptable to the CFIA.

Once the culling operation is completed the initial
inspection resumes and a new sample consisting of 200 units
shall be inspected with labels removed.
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A maximum of 5 sample units may be withdrawn from any single
case in the lot. This will require a minimum of 40 cases to
be opened when conducting an initial or suspended inspection.
If the number of cases in the lot is less than 40 then all of
the cases will be opened and the sample units per case
adjusted accordingly.

A sample for destructive examination (teardown and
sectioning) is obtained from the 200 can sample.

If no serious defects are found, the lot passes initial
inspection.

If one or more serious defect(s) is (are) found then the lot
is rejected.

3. INITIAL INSPECTION - MECHANICAL SCREENING

The Fish, Seafood & Production Division, CFIA, recognizes the
Canned Screening Program utilized by the British Columbia
Canned Salmon Industry.

The British Columbia canned salmon industry may assess lots
under the Mechanical Screening Program, using check weighing
equipment, double-dud detectors and a biased sample. This
assessment is to ensure that the lot meets Canadian
requirements regarding container integrity before being
offered for sale.

During a Quality Management Program (QMP) audit the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency will receive documented information
from the can-screening line-audit program, which will
indicate whether the equipment used to carry out the
screening process was operating and operated correctly. This
information, in conjunction with a review of the submitted
Can Screening Report, will be used to determined whether
approved mechanical screening procedures were followed.

If the lot contains equal to or less than 25 serious
defective units per 100,000 units the lot passes initial
inspection.

If the lot contains more than 25 serious defective units per
100,000 units, the lot fails initial inspection and may be
submitted for reinspection.

A compliance sample will be obtained from a mechanical
screening line during a QMP audit.

4. REINSPECTION

When a re-inspection has been granted the owner/agent may
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cull defective units from the lot according to a cull
proposal that has been approved by the CFIA. Re-inspections
will not be limited to lots that have been culled.

A sample consisting of 1250 units shall be inspected with
labels removed.

A maximum of 5 sample units may be withdrawn from any single
case in the lot. This will require a minimum of 250 cases to
be opened when conducting a reinspection. If the number of
cases in the lot is less than 250 then all of the cases will
be opened and the sample units per case adjusted accordingly.

A sample for destructive examination (teardown and
sectioning) is obtained from the 1250 can sample.

If no serious defects are found the lot passes reinspection.

If one or more defect(s) is (are) found, the lot fails
reinspection.

5. GENERAL

Only Inspectors who have successfully passed a recognized
container integrity course are permitted to carry out
container integrity evaluations.

NOTE

In accordance with the Government of Canada Visual Inspection
Protocol, if at any time during an inspection a leaker, flipper or
swollen can is found, the inspection shall be discontinued until
such time that the lot has been evaluated to determine if the
defect is due to under-processing or post-process contamination.
If the defect is due to under-processing or post-process
contamination the lot fails, and no suspended inspection or
reinspection of the lot shall be permitted.

Cameron Prince
Director
Fish, Seafood & Production Division




